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[nman Park Village

Inman Park Village s an agores-
sive  redevelopment  project  in
the historic Inman Park neighbor-
hood of Atlanta. Encompassing
multiple projects built concurmenthy
by different developers with
different project teams, the develop-
ment represents an ambitious plan
to create a 215t century community
while respecting the area's history
and architecture,

The Mead paper factony was orig-
inally buiit in 1954 by The Montag
Brothers, a company well known lor
its Blue Horse school notebooks.
When it closed, there was a question
ol which developer would get the
land and what the process for rede-
velopment of the area might entail,
In 2003, Wood Partners purchased
the land and created the master
plan for Inman Park Village with the

help of Surber Barber Choate &
Hertlein Architects, P.C.

The 21-acre, mixed-use commu-
nity comprises for-sale and rental
housing, office and retail space,
parking, and green space in the
form of two small parks. Wood
Partners developed Alta Inman Park,
which includes rental apartments
and  condominiums,  Ultima
Holdings, LLC developed Inman
Park Village Lofts, which includes
condominium lofts above restaurant
and retail space. Parkside Partners,
Inc. was responsible for renovating
the Mead office building, the
only retained structure in  the
development, and converting it
to office condominium space.
Brunning & 5tang developed and
built 17 single-family bungabows
and 94 townhouses,

Inman Park Village Lofts s a six-
story concrete structure with bwo
levels of below-grade parking,
street-level retall, and 68 condo-
miniums on the three levels above.
The building's fourth floor includes
a lounge area with an adjacent
outdoor terrace. Residential wnits
facing the street enjoy views of the
skyline and the dynamic wurban
strectscape, while units at the rear
of the building overlook a park with
a small pond.

According to Rick Bizot, AlA, of
Surber Barber Choate & Hertlein,
the Village Lofis project team was
tasked with creating a high-gquality
urban building within the confines
of a tight budget. By using exposed
structural elements to add character,
along with careful compoesition and
articulation of simple design forms,
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designers were able to create the
feel without the cost.

The renovated hMead office buikd-
ing, now called The Blue Horse, pro-
vides much-needed class A office
space for the neighborhood. |eff
Pollock, vice president of Parkside
Partners, said that although the
teamn performed extensive rencva-
tions to the building's interior, it
respected the history of the build-
ing. *
insice it feels like a new building, but
[it] retains the integrity of the origi-
nal design,” he sakd.

“As with all adaptive-[rejuse proj-
ects, this dialogue between the old
and the new was the key to a suc-

..When you walk on the

cessfiul project,” said David Green,
AlA, LEED AP, principal for Lord,
Aeck & Sargent, the architect for
The Blue Horse, "Unlike a residential
project, however, we needed 1o set
up a system that was as flexible as
possible to accommodate future

CEl

office tenants. One of the early deci-
slons...was to locate the circulation
to the rear of the bullding, as
opposed to the center. While we
gave up some direct access to win-
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dows at the mear of each of the
offices, we gained immensely by the
efficient organization of both the
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We ultimately ended up with
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a building that was flexible enough
to accommodate a varlety of
tenant types and sizes, but without
losing the coherent fabric of the his-

toric structure,”
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Located on the edge of the devel-
opment directly fronting the Inman
Park Historical Meighborhood, the
bungalows needed to be compati-
ble with the existing bungalows
on the street, according to Geoffrey
0. Brunning, president of Brunning
& Stang, the developer and
general contractor of the bungalows
and townhouses, The structures
were new, but built along the
design and scale of the time period
for the neighborhood, utilizing
wood and brick.

“Unlike the bungalows, there is
no historcal precedence for town-
homes in Inman Park,” said Robert
C. Pich, project designer for
Harrison Design Associates, the
architect for the bungalows and
tonwmhouses, Very few townhouses
wiere bulit in Atlanta, yet the project
tearn’s goal was that these new
townhouses should look as if they
had been built between 1880 and

1900, “We chose the Italianate style
of many similar townhomes found
in Baltimore, Washington and
Philadelphia of the time.”

Each of the progects had its share
of challenges, but the new develop-
ment is well on its way 1o a success-
ful completion with most of
the buildings already open and
in use, With a mix of adaptive reuse
and new construction that blends
with its historic  surroundings,
Inman Park Village shows how a
redevelopment project can respect
the past and create the future at the
same tme.

Said Green, “...The entire area
shows how, with the corect frame-
work in place, a group of very dis-
parately designed bulldings and
styles can work together to produce
a vibrant and successful urban fabrnic
and the logical extension of the
neighborhood.” B

— Marci Grossman

Photo coustesy of john Clememer Photograply

ESSEX
SHOREA WOOD
B8 % COLLECTION

-
L

T
'-._..-:1,_

o

wrw, oxfordgarden.com 877.866.3331

54 carolinas/georgia edition

mixed-use developments & multiunit residential



