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Good things really do come in small packages when you're ralking abour the wealth of opportunitics
presented by guest houses and other secondary structures. Although these facilities frequently present a
unigue set of challenges due to government or neighborhood mandares and design constraines, the reward of
| wriale oy having a separare rerrear designed around a homeowner's needs and lifestyle is well worth the effor

Whether it’s a pool house, a guest cottage or a lakefront boar house, these buildings allow homeowners
to express facers of their personality — either complementing or playfully conrrasting with the styvle of the

i | main house. When the intent is 1o mirror the main structure, guest houses become sparkling licdle jewels,

incarporating the finest details and materials of the main house into a mare compact space so that the eyve
{ oa is delighred ar every turn. While it may surprise readers, it is also completely aceeptable to pair a luxurious
Mediterranean villa with a rustic timber frame guest house. This type of generational architecture works well
because ir appears natural — as if che properey has been in the family for centuries, with the rustic building
Il Yo being the original homestead, while the newer home reflects the evolution of the family's needs and design

sensibilitics. »
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MNo martter what style or design direction owners prefer, these
spaces present a wonderful opportunity to incorporate finishes and
materials they might never consider for daily use. We have designed
reak shingles set into a barrel ceiling and striking slate roofs. Although

these materials may be cost prohibitive for use in the main home,

their cost may be offser by the structure’s small size and provide an
unexpected touch of luxury. While these budgetary considerations are
more easily addressed, an architect often has to be quite imaginative 1o
overcome other factors limiting these types of buildings. Government

requirements and neighborhood covenants relating 1o the size, heigh

and funcrionality of sccondary structures are often very strict, making
it a challenge 1o pack everything homeowners want into a small space.
Because of that, we'll often combine functions, such as ercating a
sinple pool house/guest house. In ane California town, hallways were
prohibited, essentially requiring thar the structure be one large open
arca. To avoid having the guest bedroom open dircctly onto the living
area, we designed a see-through fireplace that provides a greater sense
of privacy. Other means of separating funcrions include vsing different
ceiling or roof shapes to visually define each space, Functionality also
limits what we can include. In some cases, municipal codes prevent
the installation of a full kitchen for fear that the space could then be
used as a rental property, In thar case, a wer bar with a microwave and
refrigerator serve the immediate needs of guests while adhering 1o the
letter and spirit of the law,

A more perplexing limit on guest houses is simply one of space,
Since the main house oecupics the most prominent spot on a home site,

the secondary structure essentially needs to fit into whatever is left over

the confines of the lot and any sethacks for watersheds or natural areas
that are required. Perhaps nowhere is thar more of a concern than with
i boat house, where encroaching on the lake is generally prohibived
Ofientimes, that means fashioning the desired exterior and inrerior
functions around an existing structure thar has been “grandfathered

On the fip side, there are unique opportunitics that exist because

of the very nature of these facilicies. Some clients want an indoor
swimming pool in their primary residence before they leam abour
the extremely expensive mechanical systems necessary o control the
humidity gencrated by the feature, Creating an indoor pool in asecondary
structire allows you o have this luxury ar a significant reduction in

costs. Likewise, we have designed sheltered ourside showers cither in

lakeside sertings or in secluded backyards thar allow homeowners and

guests to shower within nature, making it feel like a true escape. Adding
a spa or steam room allows the homeowners 1o mun cheir backyard
retreat into a resort that'’s only steps away from their home. Anyrime we
design one of these structures — whether it's a boar house thar can stanc
on its own o accommodate guests when the homeowners are away or
a simple pavilion that allows its owners o entertain outdoors within a
structure — we keep in mind char while guests will use it a few rimes
a year, the homeowners will use the space all the fime. Thercfore, the
features they want to include and whar they envision the space 1o be are
of paramount importance. Most importantly, have fun with the design
of the structure and the elements within it. There is perhaps no other

structure that is less limited by convention and gives its owners more

freedom to do exactly what they wish E

sir wwws, TodkayCrsromFlome.com to learn more about what fo

cansider when designing and building a guest cottage or other secondiary

strnctrere. Projece Architere Richard C. Harch has a degree from Southern
fech. He
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