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Remaodeling is probably the most rewarding yet occasionally frustrating project you can undertake,
because whenever you begin to look behind a home's walls, vou will always uncover surprises. Ir also tends
~ TAFIRA Ar to be an emaotional process, since homeowners often opt to live on the front lines throughour a project.

. : For those reasons and a hose of others, its essential to involve an archirect in your projecr. First,

architecrs are trained to view homes differently. A homeowner, for example, may know they want a more

o - apen kitchen, An architect will see the unused artic space above their existing kitchen and suggest using it to

add more volume to the room. Archirects also bring a wealth of experience to your project. Since they have

o LCaAlll seen and dealt with renovations before, they can guide you through the excitement and pitfalls. Even if they
i encounter surprises that could not be foreseen, archirects have the expertise o handle those unexpecred

cdl iU U1 Uik ewists quickly in a rational manner that minimizes upheavals.
We view architects as advocates for homeowners, helping convey the client’s vision 1o the contracor,
t Cives On a practical level, the more detailed the drawings and specificarions you give o your contractor, the
closer the end resule will be to your vision. Your architect’s detailed documentarion aids the contracior in
preparing a more accurate budget before the project commences, thereby keeping the entire team informed
of the cost of work. Renovations, above all other types of construction, require close teamwork among all
f professionals, Each team member has a specialized area of expertise, and by sharing and combining skill

sets, the team and ultimately the client will receive a better final product. »
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It is in educaring clients and handling complex projects where
an architect shines. A good architect will help clients undersrand
both the permiting process and the structural and aesthetic
ramifications of their decisions. For example, it may scem simple
to move a bedroom wall 2" to gain space, yet doing so may bring

about structural or urility changes thar require a slew of permics

BEFORE

and add months to the project. An archirect can come up with
creative solutions that “find" space in other areas that are easier
to access. Oftentimes, clients have several projects in mind, yet
can't do everything at once. That’s where an architect can help
them prioritize and then design project phases in such a way that

homeowners can casily go back and rackle the rest later. »
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Finally, an architect is also an advocare for you when you face
review boards, whether it's a neighborhood associarion or a historical
review board. One recent renavation of a historic home in Druid Hills
required two years to obrain all the necessary approvals. The clients had
not anticipated such a lengthy process, and said rhar had we not been
there o spearhead it they would simply have given up their dreams.
Although reviews are not always char intense, having an architect who
can present yvour plans and illustrate 1o a board that your projecr meets
their requirements gives you an advantage in moving through the inivial
stages of the renovarion process. When construction begins, having an
architect’s sign out front also means that they field the phone calls from
your neighbors if a crew shows up at 7:58 a.m. on Sarurday with power
tools blazing. The importance of insulating clients from these everyday
inconveniences can not be overstated.

Renovations are wonderful undertakings; however, homeowners

: iyt
need to go into them with an understanding of the Aexibility they
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require. Even the best laid plans are only 90 percent accurate, because

vou simply never know whar vou will find when you tear down walls.
When your renovation uncovers a challenge, you can trust thar the
professionals you have hired will find cost-effective solutions thar

maintain the integrity and vision of your project. m

Daum  Bennert, AIA, has a masters degree in Architecture from
Wirhingran University and spent eight years in a commercial architecrunal
firm before becoming Harvison Design Associates’ fivst female Project Architect.
She munages a studio of five profesionls who focus primarily on bigh-end
residlential architecture and bistoric renovations. Harrion Design Asioctates
mcludes a team of more than 85 architects and desigrers whoe believe the
Panecrafied custom bome is an individual work of are. The award-winning
firm affers site planning, design, intevior design, landscape archicecture and
consiriiction adminisivation and management. For more information, call

(i) 365-7766 ar vint HarrisonDeggnAsociates, com,



