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DESIGNER GRETCHEN
EDWARDS AND
HARRISON DESIGN
ISSOCINTES TURN
CONVENTIONAL STYLE
UPANOTCHIN A HOME
SETAGAINST THE
BEAUTIFUL BACKDROP
OF LAKE OCONEE

Designed Gretchen Edwards In e maln
flaar vestibule. opymasile Opening the four

sels of French doors in the family room
ety that space soamiessly flow into the
covered porch, creating good traffic flow
during large gatherings. The room IS
Framied by Beams of reclaimed Barm wood
and features unigue ring-pattemed chairs
from ronies, & custom walnul coffeo tabie
and & large woven abacn rug
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riordapise _;"mu g -r-'_,ff Chairs from South of Markot wero upholstered in a
texiural linen. Unexpected elements in this space inchude circular Dread
trays mourted on tha wall and a Jason Haran palnting that rises (o reveal
a television, The amall home offllce space showcases slate MNooding, walinul
cabinetry and reclaimad barm wood walls. Siding doars apen 1o reveal a
well-stecked paniry thal festures cusiom shebving. “The homeowners love
o conk, 10 this s only & small sampling af thedr cookware,” Edwards
shares. oppasile, olockirise from fop loft Textural interest in the dining room
comes from woven MoGuire chinirs with susde seating. on ron chandeber
hanging fram a pecky cypress celling, & sisal rug and Golbralth & Poul Nnon
curiaing. “We waited months for the foral fabric because i's & hand-
Elocked print,” miglaing Bdwards. The powdes room fealures & cusiom
winsrity and mirmar by Morman Hasty sel againit & sinking backaplash, "The
olaes 100 is one of vy TRAarte Semnts Becains §'s reminsosnt of bk
shelis,” says the designer. & pair of Frontgate lounge chairs lank the
infinity pool that overooks Lake Ocones
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“The complexity.o the malerials
and the amount u/ delailan the house
has made this home one u/ my mosl

LB 1)

exciling projects lo dale.

-GRETCHEN EDWARDS




A STYLE SPECTRUM would |"i|.?u'-:' rustic and contemporary at |'u|.r._|r
ends, bur this visionary jewel of 2 home-—nestled on a hillside of pic
ruresque Lake Oconee proves opposites do areract. Harrison Design
Associates and interior designer Gretchen Edwards dehed conven
tion by fusi 1g elements of these rwo contradictory acsthetics into one
masterful retreat

“The exterior is all abour the natural form; the traditional applica
L1ons '."j. I\)ll‘l!ti -|II'I.I.|: I.||.I_| I|I|-'|'| tll,'| |'ll.||\.‘| ||_|[I,'||'|\.i |'l\.'.‘l,l|'_||.'il|':" III
the land,” explains project manager Steve Markey of Harrison Design
Associates. " The interiors, however, are a refreshing counterpoint with
sleek and more sophisticated uses of natral materials”

Indeed, Edwards complements the clean, modern lines of the in
door spaces witha STUNNINE arvay of warm woods and texmures Wil
nut, cypress, alder and barn wood were transformed into ceilings,
walls, doors. rables and chairs while intriguing textures such a rope
abaca fiber and even pony hair took on new life as unique accessories
The home's great use of assorted materials is none more apparent than
in the well .I|‘F‘l'llr1|!|.'\|. !'-ll'-'nll.'r room. The custom vanity consists of a
|||‘-|I-"‘-'|"'|'Ii top and zinc Hl.lj‘}‘t".{ doors while the -.'|,'||:r|_;1 and mirror
are made of o press wood. Rounding out the eclectic mix are two col

ors of linen wallpaper and thin glass tile adorning the walls

Ihough a neutral color palette acts as a common thread, unique

elements in cach room gives every space a distiner lock and charm

While planks of alder wood on the walls of the main level master bed
room help ereate a strong. yet serene contrast of cream and chocolare
brown, a metallic grasscloth wallcovering adds pizazz 1o an adjacent
vestibule. But most remarkable are the walls of a rerrace level bed
room which were made entdrely of Jerusalem stone

“Stone wias used EVEryW here, from the floors to the walls to the

baths. The rile installer had three crews working at the same time, but

it rook months [-H'-H:'IIF‘I{'TI.' T remem

the marerials and the amount of detail in the house has made this

Mne One of my Most exating projects to date, It's also been one of the

most challenging because it wasn't just putting up sheetrock and se

lecting paine col
Mever once does the intricacy of the home becom ng o erwhelm
ing, though. Afverall, it was built for entertaining. “The homeowners

shares the designer “They always host sev

rarcly go by themsclves

| layouts throughour the

»s.” To that end CNgaging scatng

COHTIm ||:|.=| SPaces CHCOURES CUIYETSATIoTm v 'II|| A CUSTOm, OVersiEe

table in the dining room nor only accommodares multiple guests but

alzo a delicions array of dishes thar showcases the owners' love of

cooking. Furthermore, hear lamps and rerractable sereens were in

stalled on the spacious covered porch to make this second home truly
1 retreat for all seasons

Vith nearly every room of the home b KISTING views of the lake, it

would be impossible not to return ome and nme again. "It's breath

says Edwards

5.|r|:_1 when vou get there vou never want to leave

“All the Atlanta traffic— or whatever stres:

it took vou to get there

st :"“'.'I:"\- AN S VIN alll'l VOLLE ‘\:I.[I: I,!\, '[I:HII,'[HI_'\! I sercmty

SOE RESOURCES, RACK OF BOOK

ers Edwards “The .'IIIII‘I,"L.'HI:I. of

Edhwards c

amnipe

lemporany
ndeliar and artwork of drisd

re.mavtd

BUILT FROM SCRATCH
A year and a half

Gorgeous views of the lake

L ’{ll‘hrll\.- |:|1|r'.<' 1.1:[]| !'||I,I-Li-_'|"|' ACCents

wasn't too formal; enjoy the lake views from every room

of the house

A variety of labnes, stone and woods, in

cluding walnur, cypress, alder and reclaimed barn wood
Impossible to have just one! |
love the master bedroom and master bath, along with the

BUCSTE room that | scay in every time | am there
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