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William Harrison, AlA, Brings His Southern Charm And Elegance West
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frer building an acclaimed architec

tural practice on the East Coast, prin-
cipals Bill Harrison, ALA and Greg Palmer,
AAL looked westward, bringing Harrison
Diesign Associates’ refined vision of classical
architecture to clicnts in Santa Barbara and
Beverly Hills

"We had several clients who had
moved west, and were talking to us abour
new projects for them.” Harrison says,
"Soon after Greg and | met Tony Spann,
ALAL who had a well known firm in Santa
Barbara, he came on board as managing
partner of our Santa Barbara office ”

lhe firse project Harrison Design
\ssociates completed in Santa Barbara was
a Design House. in Montecito. The site was
majestic. a hilltop lot overlooking Sanm
Barbara’s coastline and bay. Harrison
Design Associates crafted a graceful,
Spanish mspired Mediterrancan villa. “All
of the stone that was used was quarried on-
site: we used the leftover boulders for
retaining walls, Every house should have
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lessly into the town's history and fiereely
guarded heritage. “The president of the
Architectural Review Board said it was a
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integrity of Santa Barbara.” the architect
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History is at the core of Bill
Harrison's acesthetic and architecrural
|\|I.|]11'u1ph} “We are 1'|.'|'\‘||l.'.'|||'! trained,’
he says. “Whether we are creating tradi
tional or modern homes, every project
;.II.H'I"l\'H 14 ] [l'l'\' Illllﬂ,hl”“'[‘”.]l ['1‘1[|L‘|F‘i\"\ l.]r-
classical design.”

I'he Santa Barbara office has become
the busiest; the other three locared in
Atlanma, Beverly Hills and 5t Simons
Georgia, L urrently, Harrison Design
Associares is working on projects includ
ing renovations and historic restorations
of the Proscenium, an old Hp.1:||-|1 fort
and the oldest house in all of Sanra
Barbara.

The Firm's newest outpost is located
on Wilshire Boulevard in Beverly Hills
surrounded by a vibrant, cosmaopolitan
archi

mix of fashion, design and —ves

tecture, despite the cinys undeserved rep
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architecture

utation for callous teardowns and often
underlooked mansionization

“It is exciting to be in Beverly Hills
k!l.ll'l['lg B TI‘HI\' '\'-E'IL,'|1 Il'li.' l.||.:. 11”!,.{ ins |'l."\|i
dents are reclaiming their architectural
heritage. Contributing to the restoration
of historic homes and 1:1'ig|1!111r[mud~
gives greater meaning to our work: it
makes us proud 1o be here”

Ax much concerned with educaring
the public about substantive design as he
is with creating it. Bill is on the board of
the Institute of Classical Architecture &
Classical America in New York, dedi
cated to both training new archirects
and educating the public about archi
tectural history "]‘1_'up1|: are ln'u:nmin].:
more interested and more knowledge
able about architecture,” he says, “but

they're nor as well-versed in its history
and context and proportion are learned
from the past.”

e frm designs houses in a wide
Italianare
Monterey stvle houses. Tudor inspired

varicty of styles villas,

manars, imposing Georgians, and Arrs
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and Crafts style bungalows in the Greene
& Greene vernacular, What they all have
in common s Bill Harrison's l.'lw_--.'|:~pc
dic knowledge of architectural history
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“Any style of architecture can be well
done if it's got the right proportions and
its made of substantive materials.” he
says, ~You don't place a monumental
house on a lot that is too small. We use
real clay tiles for roofs, not concrete, and
we work with high quality stone
Ornamentation needs to be carved in
stone, not pre-cast and applied with
Gorilla Glue”

Bill Harrison and his team of al
ented professionals have a passion for
rn:,uin:; |4.'].;,11;h.'~. [ make sure his artis
tic vision is translated into enduring
reality. he works with a carefully selected
group of contractors including Tyler
Construction, the 1D Group, and Finton
Associates — builders with artisans’ sen
‘ill‘lli‘ll'.‘u ﬂll\* rl.,'.\!‘l."l.'"l I-l.ilI I‘l.l“.' l'l!iltL"l'l..I.I"
and timeless craftsmanship

Currently, the Frm is also working
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on several projects in and around  Los

Angeles: “We're working on a house in
Bel-Air. a 24.000 square foot Italianate
villa. and a Palladian style villa at the
crest of Bel-Air™ he says “We're domg
some renovation projects in Hancock
Park: were working on a houwse 1n
Brentwood, and projects in Calabasas
and Hidden Hills

“What we hope we are bringing to
Los Angeles is a sense of the Bel Air her
iage. Whar we ve received from both Los
Angeles and Santa Barbara is an openness
toward experimentation. We've learned
o manipulate light and colors in
Calitornia”

Bill Harrisan doesn’t copy’ old
He has adapred his rigorous

classically

houses
inspired  vision  to the
California ||111'-!!.|r withount anrnr'u'mg
authenticity, “California s very diverse
and so are our chients, LA houses are
very bright and open, and there are huge
amounts of ourdoor |i'm1||}', |‘l.'qu'l|'.'- |ng
gias can be their I-,1!11|'f1_. rooms; they need

as much artention as INTEFIOT SPaces ]

It is wvital for this architecr 1o
design in harmony with the communiny
and the environment. =1 ask clients,
What do you hike abour this arcaz Why
do yvou want o live here? |

respect the context of the neighbor

want to

hood ™ He strives to design houses that
will satisly his clients” deepest yearn
When vou do high
end design. ivs nor about weed: iv's about
destre. Our chients want their houses o

ings for “hame”

Fi's .I[l oar t"'ul.'lLI.' al P‘Il'ﬂ.t'rl.lll M Mary or
Fantasy. We aim o give people what
they want, and make it betrer than they
ever dreamed

Bill Harrison has traveled the world
to study architeeture and o deepen his
knowledge of history and art. ~You can
look ar all the books in the world, bur
architecture s nor desved thar wa™ he
msists “You have to see mom persen o
Ulrimately, Bill
Harrison wants to create “hoggable”
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them, and they make us feel good about

designing them ™ fil
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