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European flair

Designed to reflect the owners’ taste for classical French architecture,
this grand Southern mansion was crafted using traditional methods
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aving travelled in

Europe, the owners of

this Southern mansion
developed a love of classical
European architecture. They
were particularly taken with
French detailing - wrought
iron, intricate plaster work and
handcrafted moldings.

The owner, lrving Meisler,
says he was inspired by a pic-
ture in a magazine of a house
in Warsaw, Poland.

“The front elevation of that
house was what inspired the
design of ours — | took that
picture to the architect and we
worked from there,” he says.

Architect Greg Palmer of
Harrison Design Associates
designed the expansive house
to be a distillation of the design
elements of both the house in
the picture, and many other
classical European houses the
owners had seen.
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“The European flair of the
design is what really appeals to
us,” says Meisler. “It is some-
thing that doesn't go out of
style. It will be there forever.”

Constructed with concrete
block walls and concrete-and-
steel floors, the structure has
a feeling of permanence and
solidity.

“Combined with archi-
tectural clements of a bygone
era, this new building feels

Above: Like an enduring mansion
that has been added to over time,
this new house, designed by Greg
Palmaer of Harrison Design Associates,
consists of one main form with
smaller, less intricately detalled forms
branching out at its sides. The solid
masonry structure has bean finished
using traditional methods. European
craftsmen were sought out to create
the architectural detailing such as the
stucco, plaster and iron work,
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Above: Visitors enter vin the curved
double doors and find themselves in a
grand two-story rotunda with domed
cailing. The curved staircase sweeps
up to the children’s bedrooms and
playroam, The balustrade and the
datail in the front doors were crafted
in iron to replicate European homes
the owners had seen.

Facing page: The dining room
comfortably accommodates twelve
with the table extended. Custom-
made drapery adds a sense of drama,
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though it has been here for

years,” says Palmer.

The central form has a
limestone base, with stucco
above. The wings at the side
of the main form appear to
be recent additions, as if it is
an old mansion that has been
added to over the years.

“The single-story elements
are all stucco. As the house
extends outwards from the
center, the smaller forms are
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gradually stripped of detail.
This gives the main form more
prominence and refinement,”
says Palmer.

Thetwo-storyentry rotunda
features a sweeping staircase
with an intricate wrought iron
balustrade. Almost all of the
architectural detailing was cre-
ated by Romanian craftsmen
- the owners took the time
to seek out craftsmen who
still use traditional methods
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Preceding pages: The classic French
range was designed to make the
stove feel like a traditional hearth.

Above: The sunrcom adjoins the
breakfast room. The curved doorway
leads out onto the covered porch by
the pool. This bay window matches
another in the master suite.

Facing page: A corridor with a vaulted
cefling runs between the library and
dining room. The entrance rotunda is
through the opening at the right.

Much of this craftsmanship is
isible in the front entrance.

porch has been infused with a
French flavor, with iron work
in the half-light doors,

Palmer. “The circular details
above the doors on the second
level are traditional
French detail.

The dining room, which
opens directly off the rotunda,
comfortably seats eight to
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twelve guests. The elaborately
molded ceiling is a feature
of this room, as is the lavish
custom-made drapery — part

the interior design scheme cre-
ated by Dana Holcombe.

The hallway with, ornate
vaulted ceiling, also showcases
the carefully crafted plaster
work.

“It is very detailed work,
which is applied on top of the
wall surface rather than being

carved into it,” says Palmer. “It
is a very sculptural, traditional
process.”

In the kitchen, the tra-
ditional French range was
intended to feel more like a
hearth than a stove,

“The hearth is crafted from
limestone,” says Meisler. “We
wanted to see the limestone
used for  the erior  col-
umns and balconies repeated
internally.”




The interior designer, who
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feeling of old-world grandeur
in this room.

ast room

and screen ]:H wch form a long

open plan space. Next door is

the sunroom. This room has

a large bay window, echoed

by a matching window in the
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master bedroom. The sunroom
is the family’s day-to-day
living space. Located just to
de of the covered loggia,
ives plenty of light and

of the pool.

The great room, with its
bar, fireplace and large televi-
sion, is used for larger family
gatherings and for entertain-
ing. Four sets of French doors
open onto the covered loggia.

The master suite sits at the




other end of the ground floor.

“The owners wanted some
degree of separation and pri-
vacy from the living spaces,
but still wanted to feel that they
were close to family activities,”
says Palmer.

The deep bay window in
the master bedroom houses
an antique sofa, Almost all of
the furniture in this house is
antique, and was collected on
buying trips around the US,

Doors in two corners of
the master bedroom open onto
small round anterooms. One of
these leads to the office, his-and
hers-bathrooms and dressing
rooms. The other opens to a
small powder room, or out
into the hallway opposite the
entrance to the library.

The two bathrooms are
fitted out similarly, in French
antique style, with boat-shaped
vanity units set into cabinetry.

The effect is much like a
stand-alone piece of furmniture,
designed to match the antiques
in the rest of the house,

The basement houses a
storage area, theater, recreation
room, and an o s room
with its own powder room,
dressing room and spa.

Outdoors, a tennis court
and two garages with space for
five cars complete this grand
Southern mansion.

£

Facing page: Hiz-and-hers bathrooms
lead off the master bedroom and are
connected by a large shower. Glazed
cabinotry with gold faucets and
fittings are used hora, while the other,
masculine bathroom has a simpler,
stained wood finish,

Above: The bay window in the master
bedroom has floorto-ceiling glass
and is composed of five panels - so
that the center of the window does
not have a frame running through .
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Above: The covered loggia provides
a shaded place for the owners to sit
on a hot day. Speakers in the celling
bring musie outdoors. Upstairs there
are bedrooms for the three children
and one guest bedroom - all with
ansuite bathrooms. Two of the
badrooms have baleonies overlooking
the driveway, while the other two
bedrooms and playroom overlook the
pool. There are rool terraces on three
sides of this upstairs level,
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Builder: Rirma Construction
Interior and kitchen designor:

Drana Holex b Diaeaagr

yniba, Holoor

Stueco, doors and windows and
decorative trim; AL f
Roof: Black derm

Chris Coxon Roofing

Kitchen Rooring: Fano Antico
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Rotunda Mooring: Desen Sand w
Biack Mero dot

Palnts: Ban@amir
Lighting and furniture: Franch

Moore

Heating: G
Drapes: Custom-mada

Kitchen and bathroom cabinetry:
Robart Sharley Cabinaets

Kitehan countertop: Galla 51 Clara
Granite

Backsplash: Walker Zangar
Kitchen faucets: Groho

Pot filler: Chicago posshed chromea

as Hoat; Foroad Air

Owven, cooktop, warming drawers
and microwave: Tharm

Kitehen ventilation.
Refrigerator: Sub
Dislrwasher: Bosch
Bathroom faucets: Shetla \Wa
Bathroom fooring: Daltila MNoch

raverima

Bathroom ventilation: Nutona from
Goldfart Ebactr

Photography by John Umberger






