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Mainstream and Here to Stay
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Nor so very long ago, the mention of a green home evoked images of architecturally bereft buildings
made with bales of straw. Today, green building has become mainstream, with manufacrurers of everything
from structural materials to cabinets proving that you no longer have to sacrifice style for substance, We
have worked on many projects which demonserate thar you can combine high design with environmental
responsibility, whether you're seeking a modern loft or 2 traditional, classic home,

Why should you go green? First, because it's the right thing o do. Our homes account for abour 21
percent of greenhouse gases, so making them more efficient can make a real difference to the environment and
in homeowners' personal health, Second, many clients are almost there anyway, Clients often dont realize that
the quality of construction in their custom homes - from insulation and appliances to HVAC cfficiency - is
already so high that they're close to the next step of being certified. Finally, there are financial benefits, both
from a utilitics standpoint while you're in the home and when it's time to sell. LEEL J-certified commercial
huildings, for example, have a higher resale value than non-ceriified buildings. While LEED for Homes is
too new o have comparable data, commeon sense dictates that there will be similar advantages. Rather than a
vague assurance that a house is green, LEED centification gives homeowners a tangible set of parameters and
a manual describing all the systems and materials in the house. It's almost like a nurritional label on a cereal

box, letring you know what's inside, because much of the "good stuff™ is concealed behind the walls. »



Many of these hidden aspects of green building are addressed in
the design phase, IF a client says they want o build green, we first
ask them how Far they want to go. Then we get into balancing their
sustainability requirements against their budger.

Design considerations start with site selection, where a previously
developed lor is more desirable than a virgin site. They continue in
how we site the home and it orientadon o the sun, We'll design for
passive solar as well as active and passive ventilation, One way we can
do that is by placing funcrioning windows at the top of a stair tower 1o
allow for nawral ventilation. There are many ways to design a home to
take advantage of natural hear and light. For instance, heavy walls in
Southwestern homes soak up the sun during the day and radiate thar
heat back during cold desert nighrs,

In many cases, truly efficient design can be achieved by paying
heed o the indigenous architecture, Before we had the rechnology 1o
control our interiors, people developed ways of building thar worked
with the environmenr. Hence, in the Deep South, deep front porches
and raised Aoors helped keep houses cool. Once we were able w
control our environment through air condirioning, we began o ignore
these historical precedents. As a result, you see a proliferation of brick
ranches, which aren’t the most efhcient design for the Dieep South, Ar
the same time, 2 home should be what its owners envision. So if they
want a Geargian or Tuscan, there are ways we can design and build thar
are appropriate to the architectural style yer still take full advantage of
green building principles. The materials and systems thar we select play
alarge role in thar, When applying for LEED certibcation, homeowners

will sit down with an independent provider, like SouthFace here in

Atlanta, who will determine if a home's design, systems and materials

arc sustainable and green. The homeowner then registers the property.
Right now, homeowners who are passionate about the environment
Ultimarely, anyone who wants to

are leading the way in green building.

leave a lasting legacy will be sure ro follow. m

Robert A. Tretsch . AIA, spent 11 years at a major commercial
arehitectural firm before joining Harricon Design Asoctates and becoming
a praject architece, This LEED A eredited Professionals work on high-
end residential properties in California, Nevada, New Mexico and here
in Atlanta gives him a wide peripective on mutainable design. Harrison
Diesign Associares includes i team of more than 85 architects and designers
teio believe the handerafied cuscom bome &5 an individual work of are. The
aroard-twinning firm offers site pf..'!.'ur.u::;. destign, nterior design, .'I;'n'.I'I.fI':'-ui_ln"n:'
architecture and construction adminisration and management. For more
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