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Pinkneys Jerry, Gloria; son Brian, hes wife, Andrea

Storied family's new honor

m Patriarch adds Caldecott Medal to
literary legacy of Pinkney family, 1-2D
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Winter storm on way to Mid-Atlantic

Mare than a foot of snow forecast for the week-
ened from southern Virgnia to New jeosey. 3, 124

u Money: Lots possible with 3D laptops

You can e them for games, movies, but

Headed to Georgia? Advocates
b Moronass, Ga, could be a model

ease of setup a challerge, Edward C. Baly finds. 38,
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a plan to move St Gerard's Roman Cathetic Chunch froem Buffalo
saving closed churches in the Mortheass.

How to save a N.Y. church:
Move it 900 miles south

Plan reflects shift
in congregations

(RATOORY

BUFFALD — 56 Gerard's
m where her grandparents

where she was baptized and
ware the white dress, shoes
andd veil of First Communion.  Seeking a new homes Father
Years Lier, she can still hear  Dinvid Dye and Sharon Wilbur of
the thiee great bells, stil see  Mary Dur Queen Church in Nor-
the ceiling fresco of Mary  cross.Ga
crowned Qucen of Heawen,

Sharon Wilbur took those memonics
of St Gerard's Roman Catholic Church

m acrss the Northeast and Midhwess.
with her when she moved decades ago
1o suburban Atlanta, where such a

m In recent decades, thousands of
church exgsts ondy in pictures, Now, bwo

American churches — no one, including

the LS. Conference of Catholic Bishops,

after it closed, her obd church could be fol-  has exact mumbers — have closed. Some have
hier south.

Instead of building a neockssical chunch, Wik-
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Pleass see COVER STORY next page »

Failure
rate for
AP tests
climbing
Schools’ pressure for
standards questioned

By Jack Gillun and Greg Toppo
LA TODARY

The number of Sudents taking Advanced Place-
ment tests hit a record high kst year, but the por-
tior wiiso L the exams — particularly i the South
= is rising as well, a USA TODAY anabysis finds.

Students kst year took @ record 2.9 million ex-
ams thr the AP am, which challenges
high thﬁhﬂm: wil!E college-level courses,
Passing the exams (a score of 3 or higher on the

it scale of 1 bo 5) may eam students early col-

credits, depending on a college's criteria.

The findings about the Gllure rates aise ques-
tions about whether schooks ane pushing millions of
students into AP cousses without adexquate prep-
aration — and whether a race for higher standards

*The don’T teach themsehes,™ says
Stardord University's Linda Darling-Hamsmand, a
noted teacher-quality expert who says schools
shoukin't treat AP as “another sihver bullet™ that
will raise standards and assure academac success.

=You have to buld the whale system. You can’t
Just bring in one: thing and think that it's going (o
sobve everything,” she

=

The s analysis finds that more than
v in frve (41.5%) earned a Giiling score of
1 ar 2, up from 365X in 1999, In the aCen-
sus-defined region that spans from Texas to Dela-
Ware, mm:ﬁum-uﬂ-m{ idl'::r
2, a faiure rate up T percentage points from a dec-
ade prior and a statisthcally sigrificant difference
froem the rest of the country.

College Board officials say it's miskeading to lump
all soores together, because some tests have vastly
different historical pass rates. Scores on AP Physics
tests, for example, are consistenthy up; those for AP
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