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Savvy Chic

Don't Neglect Interiors VWhen Thinking Green

fukbouet F qraphy courtesy of John Umberger

It's all oo casy for the best laid green building plans to go astray. Homeowners can
do everything right: select efficient HVAC systems; scal basements to keep moisture,
mold and pollutants out; and install sensitive air filtration systems. Yer if they neglect
to consider the safety and sustainability of the finishes and furnishings they're purting

inside these airtight spaces, it can all be for naughr. »
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“That’s really where we see the falloff,” explains [illian Pritchard
Cooke, president of award-winning interior design firm DES-SYN,
Ine., noting thar most clients are now environmentally savvy about
the construction of their homes, “Unfortunately, people don't really
think about what they are putting in once the home is inished, 1t
can be a remendous waste of dme and money iF a client ges a
home LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design)
certified and then fills it with furnishings made in China thar emit
formaldehyde.”

lo prevent mistakes thar may rake a woll on clients” health
and derail the best intentons, DES-SYN's experts start from the
initial planning phases of a project. "Many designers will seart a
design based on a client’s favorite colors or pieces they want to
keep, The first thing we do is analyze the Hoor plan and provide

an expert opinion on the flow of color, texure and marerials. 1f

vou start from there, the home will open iself up and greet the
interior design,” she says. Considering the home's placement on its
site, the How of natural lighe, its architccture, and a client’s needs
and lifestyle resules in a livable home that’s an elegant and healthy
reflection of s owners,

In 2006, Pritchard Cooke’s commitment to environmentally
responsible design led her firm o be charged with creating the
fabulous interiors of Eco Manor, which was the first LEED certified
residence in the Southeast, The photos on these pages illustrate a
few things the firm did in EcoManor that can make a difference in

your home as well. =
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or call (404) 365-8131
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